
Chapter 4 – Operation 
 
Turn On / Off BladeStation 
Use the On / Off switch on each BladeStation power 
supply to power on or off BladeStation.  Cubix 
designed a Blade Server within BladeStation to run 
in a constant Power On state.  To turn on a Blade, 
insert it into BladeStation.  For details on removing 
and inserting a Blade, see Chapter 3. 
 
Turn On / Off a Blade 
If the BladeStation has power but the blade is shut 
off, the reset light will light steady red.  Power up the 
blade by pressing and holding the recessed reset 
button until the reset light flashes red and the power 
light shows steady green. 
 
You can also shut down a blade using the recessed 
reset button located on the front panel.  Press and 
hold the button until the red reset light flashes once.  
The blade will gracefully down the operating system 
and shut down.  To power off without gracefully 
downing the OS, press and hold the reset button.  
When the green power light goes out, the blade will 
power down.  The next time you press and hold the 
recessed reset button, the blade will power up and run. 
 
You can also shut down a blade within 
Windows.  See the illustration at the 
right.  When you click on OK, the blade 
will shut down.  You will see the Reset 
indicator on the blade front panel light 
red.  To power up the blade once more, 
press and hold the recessed reset button 
until the reset light flashes red and the 
power light shows steady green.  The 
blade will power up normally. 
 
To assure normal operation, you should 
make sure that you have the correct 
Advanced Configuration and Power 
Interface (ACPI) Hardware Abstraction 
Layer (HAL) settings.  Check the CMOS 
settings to make sure that ACPI is 
enabled. You can also check the ACPI 



HAL in Windows Device Manager.  See the illustration at the right.  This assures 
you that you have the proper support to power off / on the blade.  Find Windows 
Device Manager by selecting Start | Settings | Control Panel | System | Hardware 
| Device Manager. 
 
Reset a Blade 
Cubix provides a local, recessed Reset button near the top of the blade.  Use a 
pencil or a paper clip to press the recessed button, which resets the power to the 
blade.  See the illustration above for the location of the recessed Reset button. 
 
Indicators 
Cubix provides four indicators on each Blade Server.  Beginning at the upper left 
is the Power indicator, which lights green when power is good.  The lower left 
indicator lights green when you select KVM for a specific blade.  At the upper 
right is the Reset indicator, which blinks red when you press the recessed Reset 
button.  When you shutdown in Windows, this indicator lights steady red.  Finally, 
an administrator uses CubixVision management software to force the lower right 
indicator light steady red.  You can see more detail on management software in 
Chapter 8.  A service person standing in front of the equipment can easily see 
which blade requires service. 
 
Manually Select a Blade 
Select a Blade Server for local operation by selecting the 
Blade manually.  The Keyboard / Video / Mouse (KVM) 
Select switch is located near the top of the blade just 
beneath the indicator lights discussed previously.  See the 
illustration at the right. 
 
Press the switch.  This assigns the keyboard, video and 
mouse to the selected blade.  Wait until video displays from 
one blade before selecting a different blade for KVM 
operation. 
 
Ethernet Indicators 
Each of the Cubix Blade’s Ethernet ports provides two 
indicators: the top one lights steadily for connectivity and the 
bottom one flashes for activity.  Connectivity means that two 
conditions exist: [1] one end of a copper Ethernet cable with 
an RJ-45 connector is plugged into the port and the other 
end is plugged into an Ethernet switch or hub and [2] both 
devices (the blade and the switch or hub) are powered on.  
Activity means that network traffic is detected at the port. 
 



The Gigabit Ethernet port (10/100/10000Mbps) connectivity indicator is amber 
and the activity indicator is green.  The Fast Ethernet port (10/100Mbps) 
indicators are both green. 
 
See the illustration of an SP1 Blade Server’s Ethernet ports at the right.  The XP4 
blade’s port indicators behave similarly, even though the XP4 blade features two 
Fast Ethernet, one Gigabit Ethernet and one 10Mbps Ethernet (dedicated for 
management) port. 
 
Select a Blade Using CubixVision 
Run the CubixVision Console from within Microsoft® Internet Explorer® 6.0.  
Connect to the Universal Resource Locator (URL) of CubixVision.  Detailed 
instructions are in Chapter 8, Management.  Using the tree view at the left, select 
the blade that you want to select for KVM display and control. 

 
Select the KVM button in the lower right corner of the CubixVision display.  This 
selects the blade for local KVM display and control.  CubixVision displays a 
green light in the lower left corner of the console, showing that you have selected 
this blade for KVM control.  The KVM indicator on the blade front panel will also 
light green when you have selected this blade for KVM. 
 
 
Go to Chapter 5 – Cubix XP4 Blade Server 
 
or 
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